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Fig. 3. The current status of the control variables for seven of the nine
planetary boundaries. Green zone is the safe operating space (below the
boundary), yellow represents the zone of uncertainty (increasing risk), and
red is the high-risk zone. The planetary boundary itself lies at the inner heavy
circle. The control variables have been normalized for the zone of uncertainty
(between the two heavy circles); the center of the figure therefore does not
represent values of O for the control variables. The control variable shown for
climate change is atmospheric CO> concentration. Processes for which
global-level boundaries cannot yet be quantified are represented by gray
wedges; these are atmospheric aerosol loading, novel entities and the
functional role of biosphere integrity. Modified from (1).



